
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your interest and commitment to youth development within the Michigan 4-H program is 
greatly appreciated.  To better support your 4-H volunteer work, we would like to ask 
you about your volunteer training needs.  Your responses to this survey will help us 
create new training programs for Michigan teen (aged 13 to 19) and adult 4-H volunteers 
and strengthen our existing training programs. 
 
The survey will probably take 10 to 15 minutes to complete.  If you would prefer to 
complete the survey online, please go to 
http://web1.msue.msu.edu/msue/cyf/youth/index.html and click on the volunteer survey 
link.  If you have questions about the survey, please contact: 
 
Betsy Knox, Program Leader 
4-H Youth Development 
Michigan State University Extension 
160 Agriculture Hall 
East Lansing, MI  48824-1039 
Phone:  517-432-7603 
Fax:  517-355-6748 
E-mail:  knoxe@msu.edu  
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://web1.msue.msu.edu/msue/cyf/youth/index.html
mailto:knoxe@msu.edu
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My 4-H Volunteer Training Needs: 
A Survey of Michigan 4-H Teen and Adult Volunteers 

 
Personal information 
 
1.  Age:  13 to 19 20 to 30 31 to 40 41 to 50 51 to 60 61+ 
 
2.  Sex:  Female Male 
 
3.  Residence description:  Farm Rural, but not on a farm Suburban Urban 
 
4.  Number of years as a 4-H volunteer: Less than 1  1 to 3 4 to 7 
 8 to 10      11 to 15       16 to 20  21 to 30 More than 30 
 
5.  Through which Michigan county do you volunteer?____________________________ 
 
Racial-ethnic category (optional) 
 
6.  Are you of Hispanic/Latino ethnicity?  Yes No 
 
7.  Which of these groups best describes you? 

African American/Black (only) 
African American/Black & American Indian or Alaskan Native 
American Indian or Alaskan Native (only)  
Asian (only) 
Caucasian/White (only)   
Caucasian & African American 
Caucasian & American Indian or Alaskan Native  
Caucasian & Asian 
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Island (only) 
Other mixed heritage: _________________________________________________ 

 
About Kettunen Center 
 
8.  Have you ever heard of Kettunen Center?  Kettunen Center is the Michigan 4-H 

volunteer training center in northern Michigan near Cadillac.  Yes      No 
 (If “No,” please skip to question 16.) 
 
9.  Have you ever attended a 4-H volunteer training workshop at Kettunen Center? 
 Yes No  (If “No,” please skip to question 15.) 
 
10. What are the various ways you learn about Kettunen Center 4-H volunteer training 

workshops (please choose all that apply)? 
 County 4-H or MSU Extension newsletter       Michigan 4-H Web site 

Michigan 4-H Today statewide 4-H newsletter  Another 4-H volunteer 
4-H or other MSU Extension staff member  Other, please specify: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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11. How many 4-H volunteer training workshops have you attended at Kettunen Center? 
1  2 to 4 5 to 7 8 to 10 11 or more 

 
12. In general, how satisfied are you with the 4-H volunteer training workshops at Kettunen 

Center?  Very satisfied      Satisfied      Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied 
 
13. Please share any suggestions you may have for improving Kettunen Center volunteer 

training workshops:_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
14. Why do you attend 4-H volunteer training workshops at Kettunen Center (choose all 

that apply)? 
To meet volunteers with similar interests from around Michigan 
To learn more about a topic I already teach 
To learn about a topic I haven’t taught 
To learn about club management 
To learn youth development techniques/ideas 
To enjoy Kettunen Center facilities 
To get away from home for a few days 
Other, please specify: _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
(Please skip to question 17.) 

 
15. Why haven’t you attended a 4-H volunteer training workshop at Kettunen Center 

(check all that apply)? 
I didn’t know 4-H volunteer training workshops were offered at Kettunen Center. 
I get all of the 4-H training I need in my county. 
Costs to attend trainings at Kettunen Center are too high. 
Kettunen Center is too far away from home. 
I don’t have transportation to Kettunen Center. 
I don’t know what workshops are being offered at Kettunen Center. 
The workshops offered at Kettunen Center don’t appeal to me. 
The workshops offered are at the wrong time of the week for me. 
Other, please specify: _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
(Please skip to question 17.) 

 
16. Kettunen Center is our statewide facility for Michigan 4-H volunteer training and 

development. It is a complete conference and retreat facility located on Center Lake in 
Tustin, Michigan, 20 minutes south of Cadillac. Owned and operated by the Michigan 
4-H Foundation, Kettunen Center offers excellent facilities, a professional staff, modern 
meeting rooms and communications equipment to provide a total learning environment 
for rewarding exchanges of information and ideas. Situated on 160 acres of northern 
Michigan rolling hills and forests on Center Lake, Kettunen Center provides beauty, 
serenity and tranquility in a natural setting with many opportunities to unwind and 
explore while taking care of business.  Are you interested in attending volunteer 
training workshops at Kettunen Center?  Yes  No  Comment: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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17. Have you attended 4-H volunteer training workshops at locations other than Kettunen 
Center (choose all that apply)?  No    Yes, at the Michigan State University campus 

Yes, at W.K. Kellogg Biological Station (KBS)  
Yes, at other locations (please list): ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. Which type of volunteer training workshop would you most prefer? 

Single subject workshops Multiple subject workshops Don’t know 
Other, please specify:___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. Please rate your interest in each of the following types of workshops, where 1 is very 

interested, 2 is somewhat interested and 3 is not interested. 

 Workshops focused on youth development topics (select one choice):  
1          2 3        Don’t know 

Workshops focused on project-specific topics (select one choice):  
1          2 3        Don’t know 

Workshops focused on club development and club management topics (select one choice):  
1          2 3        Don’t know 

 
20. Please rate your preferences for the time of year when you would be most likely to 

participate in volunteer training workshops at Kettunen Center, using the following 
scale: 1 = Best; 2 = OK, but not 1st choice; 3 = Less likely to attend; 4 = Wouldn’t 
attend. 

 Fall (select one choice): 1 2 3 4 Not applicable 
Winter (select one choice):  1      2 3 4 Not applicable 
Spring (select one choice):  1     2 3 4 Not applicable 
Summer (select one choice):  1      2 3 4 Not applicable 

 
21. Please rate your preferences for the time of week Kettunen Center volunteer training 

workshops should be offered, using the following scale: 1 = Best; 2 = OK, but not 1st 
choice; 3 = Less likely to attend; 4 = Wouldn’t attend. 

 Friday evening to Saturday noon (select one choice):         
1 2 3 4 Not applicable 

Friday evening to Sunday noon (select one choice):     
1 2 3 4 Not applicable 

Saturday noon to Sunday noon (select one choice):      
1 2 3 4 Not applicable 

Saturday evening to Sunday noon (select one choice):   
1 2 3 4 Not applicable 

Weekdays (select one choice):   
1 2 3 4 Not applicable 

Other, please specify: ____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
22. Which of the following is the ideal length for a 4-H Kettunen Center volunteer training 

workshop?  One day Two days Three days    Don’t know 
Not applicable    Other, please specify:__________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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4-H Project Interests 
 
23. Are you interested in attending project-specific 4-H volunteer training workshops (for 

example, animal science, career education, clothing and textiles, environmental 
education)?  Yes No      Comments:_______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
(If “No,” please skip to question 37.) 

 
For each project area below, please choose the areas in which you’d be interested in 
attending a training workshop, or choose “not applicable.” 
 
24. Animal Science Not applicable Beef cattle     Dairy cattle Goats 

Companion animals (including birds, cats, dogs, fish)     Horses and ponies 
Llamas  Poultry  Rabbits and cavies   Sheep 
Proud Equestrians Program (PEP) horseback riding program for special needs youth) 
Swine  Veterinary science   Other, please specify:_________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. Career Education and Personal Development         Not applicable 

Career and workforce preparation          Character education 
Communications Entrepreneurship         Financial and consumer literacy 
Self development Social development         Other, please specify:________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. Citizenship, Leadership and Service  Not applicable Citizenship 

Community service Leadership Other, please specify:________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
27. Clothing and Textiles Not applicable Buymanship  Crocheting 

Knitting   Needlecraft  Quilting  Sewing 
Other, please specify:___________________________________________________ 

 
28. Cloverbuds (5- to 8-year-old program)  Not applicable Entomology 

Large animals Learning about careers Recreation, games and sports 
Learning about other cultures and peoples Natural world Visual arts 
Performing arts      Plants and gardening Small animals 
Other, please specify:_________________________________________________ 

 
29. Environmental and Outdoor Education Not applicable Ecology 

Aquatic science (includes water quality and water cycles)  Energy 
Challenge (outdoor adventure)       Conservation and environmental stewardship 
Entomology (insects)    Environment and land use (Junior Citizen Planner) 
Forestry  Project FISH (Friends Involved in Sportfishing Heritage) 
Shooting sports     Wildlife (habitat, identification) 
Other, please specify:_________________________________________________ 
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30. Food, Health and Wellness Not applicable Cancer prevention 
Alcohol and other substance abuse prevention  Healthy relationships 
Bullying and violence prevention Healthy sexuality Food and nutrition 
Jump Into Foods and Fitness (JIFF) Physical fitness 
Take a Second—Save a Life (Safety Belt Program) Tobacco use prevention 
Teens teacher younger youth about health issues  
Other, please specify:_________________________________________________ 

 
31. Global and Cultural Education  Not applicable 4-H history 

Folkpatterns (a cultural heritage project) Genealogy and family history 
Global issues (environment, poverty, conflict and other issues) 
Integrating global and cultural education into other project areas 
International exchanges  Diversity, multiculturalism and social justice 
Learning about your own culture and the culture of others 
State exchanges (within and outside of Michigan)  
Other, please specify:_________________________________________________ 

 
32. Performing Arts  Not applicable Clowning Creative writing 

Dance       Drama and theater Music  
Other, please specify:_________________________________________________ 

 
33. Plants, Soils and Gardening Not applicable       Entomology    Marketing 

Flower gardening Heirloom gardening           Landscaping 
Ornamentals     Plant and soil science Vegetable gardening 
Other, please specify:_________________________________________________ 

 
34. Science and Technology Not applicable  Aerospace and rocketry 

Digital photography GIS/GPS   Safety Using computers 
Integrating science and technology into other project activities Web design 
Other, please specify:_________________________________________________ 

 
35. Visual Arts       Not applicable       Crafts Photography      Woodworking 

Fine arts (drawing, painting, sculpting) Graphic arts, displays and exhibits 
Other, please specify:_________________________________________________ 

 
36. Other, please specify: __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
37. What youth development-focused topics would you be interested in learning about 

(choose all that apply)? 
Ages and stages of child and youth development (including 5- to 8-year-olds,  

   early adolescents, older youth) 
Developing age-appropriate activities      Group building     Mentoring 
Communication skills    Diversity and multiculturalism     Leadership skills 
Life skill development    Youth opportunities beyond the club level 
None of these        Other, please specify:___________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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38. What club development topics would you be interested in learning about (choose all 
that apply)? Recruiting volunteers Mentoring    Record-keeping 

Financial management      Fundraising Risk management 
Helping you help officers and committees Event planning and management 
Awards and recognition     Programming with after-school groups 
None of these           Other, please specify:__________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
39. If you would like to receive a schedule of Kettunen Center volunteer training events 

for September 2007 through May 2008, please provide your e-mail address.  If you do 
not have an e-mail address or access to the Internet, please contact your county MSU 
Extension office for a schedule.  E-mail address:______________________________ 

 
40. Comments: ___________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
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41. If you are interested in being considered to be a teacher at a 4-H volunteer training 

workshop at Kettunen Center, please complete the information below.  Completing 
this information is not a firm commitment on your part and is not a guarantee that you 
will be asked to teach at a 4-H volunteer training workshop.  Your name and contact 
information will not be associated in any way with your survey responses. 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
County: ______________________________________________________________ 
Phone (including area code): _____________________________________________ 
Topics you’d like to teach: _______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Thank you for completing this survey of Michigan 4-H teen and adult volunteers about 
training programs at Kettunen Center. Your responses will help us create new training 
programs for teen and adult 4-H volunteers and strengthen our existing training 
programs. Your responses will also help us improve the way we market Kettunen Center 
as a 4-H leader training facility.  
 
All of the information we collect in the survey will be anonymous. We won't collect any 
names with the evaluation (except for question 41), and your privacy will be protected to 
the maximum extent allowable by law. A report on the survey results will be posted on 
the Michigan 4-H Youth Development Web site in July or August 2007. If you have 
questions about the survey, please contact:  
 
Betsy Knox, Program Leader  
4-H Youth Development  
Michigan State University Extension  
160 Agriculture Hall  
East Lansing, MI 48824-1039  
Phone: 517-432-7603  
Fax: 517-355-6748  
E-mail: knoxe@msu.edu   
 
For more information about Kettunen Center, visit their Web site at 
http://www.kettunencenter.org/.  
 
You can visit the Michigan 4-H Foundation, which owns and operates Kettunen Center, 
on the Web at http://www.mi4hfdtn.org/.  
 
Contact your county’s 4-H educator at your local MSU Extension office for 
instructions on where to return your completed survey. 

mailto:knoxe@msu.edu
http://www.kettunencenter.org/
http://www.mi4hfdtn.org/
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